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Pastor Carol’s Comments:  
Lent includes lots of special days and traditions, and some of them sound kind 

of puzzling.  The word “Lent” doesn’t come from Scripture but from the Anglo-

Saxon word lencten, which means “spring.”  The date it begins is calculated by 

counting back forty days from Easter, not including Sundays.  (Sundays are 

always celebrations of Easter, so we don’t include them.) The date of Easter 

changes each year because, way back in 325 AD, a Church Council decided that 

Easter would be celebrated on the 1
st
 Sunday after (not on) the 1

st
 full moon 

following the spring equinox (3/20).  

 

“Holy Week” begins on the Sunday before Easter (Palm Sunday).  Recently 

there has been an added focus on Jesus’ trial and crucifixion (the “Passion”), 

because it is important that we not go right from the glory of Jesus’ entry into 

Jerusalem to the glory of the resurrection without an awareness of his suffering 

on the cross.   

 

“The Great Three Days” from sunset on Thursday to sunset on Easter are called 

the “Triduum” (another Latin word). “Maundy Thursday” is the day we 

remember the last meal Jesus ate with his disciples before the crucifixion, when 

he gave Christians a new commandment: to love one another as Jesus loves us.  

(“Maundy” is from a Latin word that means “commandment.)  At our Maundy 

Thursday service, we share Communion together and we remove the 

decorations from the chancel of the church. 

 

“Good Friday” seems like a strange name for the day when we remember Jesus’ 

death.  It is a day that proclaims God’s loving and redeeming the world through 

the cross of Jesus. We call it "good" because we look backward at the 

crucifixion through the joy of Easter and the resurrection.  This year we will 

have a Good Friday “Tenebrae” service, which recalls the growing darkness 

and shadows as Jesus died.  

 

We begin Easter at Zion with a “sunrise service,” remembering that the women 

who were the first to learn that Jesus was alive went to the tomb while it was 

still dark. After breakfast together, we continue to celebrate the resurrection and 

the gift of new life in Christ at our regular worship time.   
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Everyone is always welcome at any of these services (and breakfast, too!).  If 

you’ve never attended some of the special Holy Week services, plan now to see 

what they’re all about.  Each one is different and special, and I pray that you 

will be blessed by each one of them! 

 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 MSG    All praise to the God and Father of our Master, 

Jesus the Messiah! Father of all mercy!  God of all healing counsel!  He comes 

alongside us when we go through hard times, and before you know it, he brings 

us alongside someone else who is going through hard times so that we can be 

there for that person just as God was there for us.  We have plenty of hard times 

that come from following the Messiah, but no more so than the good times of 

his healing comfort – we get a full measure of that, too. 
. 

News around Zion: 
 

Sunbeam Christian Preschool 

invites you to our Eric Carle inspired 

Art Show & Open House 

Friday, March 16, 2018 

Stop in anytime from 6:00-7:30pm 
 

Good Friday Readers    Would you be willing to read a passage of Scripture on Good 

Friday as we tell the story of Christ’s passion?  Sign up in the narthex or let Pastor 

Carol know.  All ages are welcome! 

 

Upcoming Events: 

March 6 and 20, 2018 – Food Pantry  from 10 to noon 

March 7, 14, and 21– TAP from 3:30 to 4:45 p.m 

March 11, 2018 – Daylight Saving Time begins. 

March 14, 2018 – Sisters in the Lord Bible Study 9:30 a.m. at Lou Rupp’s home 

March 21, 2018 – TAP fellowship dinner at 5:00 p.m.  Join us for shredded pork or 

shredded chicken sandwiches, side and dessert at this Free dinner          . 

March 1 to March 22, 2018 – Bible Study every Thursday night at 7:00 p.m.  Topic: 

“Give Up Something Bad for Lent”  Youth Bible study on this topic during 

Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. every Sunday thru March 25 

 
March 29, 2018 – Holy (Maundy) Thursday worship service with communion, 7:00 

p.m. 

March 30, 2018 – Good Friday Tenebrae Service at 7:00 p.m.  A 

“Service of Shadows” 

April 1, 2018 – Easter Sunday Celebration worship service 

10:25 a.m.  Join us at 7:00 a.m. for a Sunrise Service with 

breakfast following. 

 




