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Happy New Year!  No, I’m not getting ahead 
of myself.  For the Church, the first Sunday 
in Advent is also the beginning of a new 
Church year.  So, Sunday, Dec. 2, is the 
Church’s New Year’s Day.  This is when we 
begin preparing to celebrate the coming of 
Jesus when he was born in the manger, but 
also to prepare for his coming again.  Our 
preparation isn’t all about presents and 
decorations and parties.  It’s about self-
examination, repentance, and a re-
commitment to Jesus.  In fact, for the 
Church, Advent is very much like Lent!  This 
Advent season, try to carve out some quiet 
space and time to think about what Jesus’ 
birth means to you, and prepare your heart 
for his coming—in Bethlehem and in future 
glory. 

Christmas Assistance 
Thanks to Laurie Dotson, who has taken 
over this program from Sandy Morse. (And 
thanks to Sandy for her years of service to 
families in need.)  Families with children in 
the Anthony Wayne School District can 
request assistance through 12/14 by calling 
or emailing the church office.  Sponsors are 
always welcome as well. 

Pastor Carol’s Comments   News Around Zion 

A Musical Christmas Treat 
Plan now to attend a wonderful Advent event: 
a performance of the cantata “A World of 
Christmas.” It will be performed by a choir 
made up of members from churches throughout 
Waterville and Whitehouse.  Our own Ashley 
and Raegan Reed, accompanied by Linda Myers, 
will be singing “Mary Did You Know?” and Linda 
will also be playing a solo on her Native 
American flute.  Pastor Carol will be one of the 
narrators.  There will be two performances, 
both at 7:30 p.m.: Mon., 12/10, at First 
Presbyterian in Waterville, and Tues., 12/11, 
at Hope UMC.  The event is free, but a free-will 
offering will be taken to support community 
food ministries; the 12/11 offering will be for 
our Food Pantry.  Come and support our Zion 
family members as we participate in this 
community event. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
There’s nothing quite like the quiet beauty of 
Christmas Eve.  Celebrate the birth of the 
Christ Child at our service of candle-lighting 
and carols, Monday, 12/24, at 7:00 p.m. 
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Upcoming Events 

Dec. 1 – Hanging of the Greens at 9:00 a.m. 

Dec. 4 and 18 – Food Pantry, coffee and 
conversation at 9:30; food delivery 10-12 a.m. 

Dec. 6, 13, and 19  – Advent Bible Study at 7:00 
p.m.

Dec. 10 and 11 – Community Christmas Cantata 
at 7:30 p.m. 12/10 at 1st Presbyterian in 
Waterville; 12/11 at Hope UMC in Whitehouse 
(offering for our Food Pantry) 

Dec. 20 – Preschool Christmas Program at 6:00 
p.m.

Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 p.m. 

Dec. 25 – Have a blessed and Merry Christmas 

Church Information 

P astor Carol Williams-Young 10926 

Maumee St.   P.O. Box 2457 

Whitehouse OH 43571 

(419) 877-5820

Zionwhitehouseumc@gmail.com 

pastorcarol@bex.net
 

http://www.zionumcwhitehouse.org

Find us on Facebook: 
whitehousezionumc 

Staying Informed 

News Around Zion (continued)

“UM News” is a great resource for 
reading about what is happening in the 

chu rch and how the church engages in 
major world events and issues.  
Reporting on all sides of the issues, it 
offers a global perspective from diverse 
viewpoints that reflects our worldwide 
connection.  Find this valuable news 
resource at UMNews.org, on Facebook 
and on Twitter. 

Electronics Recycling Is Back! 
We will again hold an electronics recycling 
day on Sat., 1/19, from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  
RecycleIT will return with their truck to haul 
away your old cameras, computers, cell 
phones, printers, stereo equipment, 
household batteries, and more! They will 
reuse or dispose of these items in an 
environmentally-friendly way.  This is a 

great wa y to live out the Methodist 
commitment to caring for God’s creation! 

Save the Dates!
These events are for next month: 
Electronic Recycling on 1/19  
Winter Bible Study on 1/17, 1/24, 1/31 and    
        2/7 

TAP dinner on 1/23 

 Oh, the Weather Outside Is Frightful… 
…but Zion is making sure that others will 
be protected from the cold.  We will 
collect blankets, coats, hats, scarves, and 
mittens to be distributed through local 
agencies.  Donations may be placed on the 
mitten tree or in the back pew. 

Sunbeam Christian Preschool 
Our Christmas program will be on 12/20 at 
6:00 p.m. You are invited to join us for the 
singing and cookie decorating afterwards. 

~~Pastor Carol is kicking off our Christmas 
season by leading us in a “Journey to 
Bethlehem” on 12/5 and 12/6.  She shares 
with us why we celebrate Christmas as we 
travel to various stations around the 
church. 
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