
Heart Beat Newsletter 

Zion United Methodist Church 
Loving God, Loving People, Serving the World 

 

December, 2022 
 

        

Pastor Carol’s Comments   News Around Zion 

      “Why aren’t we singing Christmas carols in worship?” This 
question is often asked during Advent. After all, there are 
radio stations that have been playing Christmas songs non-
stop since Thanksgiving—or before. The secular world may 
call the weeks before Christmas “the holiday season,” but the 
church calendar is different from the secular calendar.  
Advent and Christmas are two different seasons, each with 
its particular focus. We have hymns for both that help us live 
fully into these two seasons.  
 

The season of Advent begins on the 4th Sunday before 
Christmas Day. It is a time of waiting. In part, it is preparation 
to celebrate Jesus’ birth, but it is also a time of preparing for 
his return. It is a time of listening to the prophets, who spoke 
of how God’s people fall short in faith, and also reflecting on 
what our gracious God has promised through Christ Jesus. 
The blue paraments symbolize this time of hope-filled 
waiting—they remind us of the sky when night is nearly gone 
and the sun is about to rise. Our Advent wreath helps us mark 
the weeks while focusing our hearts on the gifts of God, 
secured in Jesus—peace, hope, joy, and love. Our hymns, like 
“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” or “O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel,” look forward to Christ’s return. 
 

The Christmas season begins at sundown on Dec. 24. On 
Christmas Eve, the paraments are changed to white—the 
color of celebration and joy, and we light the Christ candle in 
the center of the Advent wreath. After Christmas Day, we 
have the 12 days of Christmas. This is when we sing our 
Christmas carols, which tell the story of Christ’s birth. The 
Christmas season ends on Jan. 6, the Day of Epiphany. We 
sing “We Three Kings” on Epiphany Sunday, to celebrate the 
arrival of the magi. (Although our greeting cards and nativity 
scenes typically include the magi, they didn’t actually arrive 
in Bethlehem until much later.) United Methodist churches 
typically observe Epiphany on the Sunday nearest New Year’s 
Day, although this year it actually occurs on Jan. 1.  
 

Keeping the Advent and Christmas seasons separate helps us 
to remember that the Church’s timetable is designed to 
prepare our hearts to receive our Savior, whether that is at 
the stable to celebrate his birth, or in anticipation of his 
return.  May both of these seasons be full of blessings for you 
and your loved ones! 
 
 
 

Advent and Christmas at Zion 
Our Advent Bible Study is meeting weekly on Tuesdays at 
2:30. We are using the video study The Redemption of 
Scrooge. If you purchase a book, please remember to use 
Amazon Smile or iGive so that a portion of your purchase 
will come back to Zion. 
 

The Christmas tree in the back of the sanctuary is ready to 
be surrounded by your gifts of adult-sized underwear and 
socks. They will be given to St. Paul’s Marketplace for All 
People (as we did for Christmas in July). Large sizes are 
especially appreciated, including bras (which can be gently 
used). Socks, underwear, and t-shirts are the items most 
requested by our homeless neighbors.  
 

We will have our traditional Christmas Eve Service of 
Candlelight and Carols on Sat., 12/24, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day falls on Sunday this year. We will worship on 
Christmas morning as usual. What better day to worship the 
Savior?! (Come in your PJs if you like!) 
 

On-line Giving Now Available 
Under a special arrangement  
between the West Ohio  
Conference and the online giving company Vanco, Zion now 
offers an online giving option. 
 

We have adopted this option because there are many 
people outside the church who appreciate the work we do. 
We hope that some will contribute financially if it’s easy to 
do. By clicking on the button on our web site or the link on 
our Facebook page, or by scanning a QR code, donations can 
be made securely by electronic check or credit card. Vanco 
will supply the receipts needed for tax purposes. 
 

There are no monthly fees for this service, but there are 
processing fees for each transaction. If you are currently 
making your offering in worship, please continue to do so. 
That means your entire gift will come to Zion. If you decide 
to use the online option (for example, if you are unable to 
come to worship), please consider checking the box that 
adds an amount to your donation to cover the fees.  
 

“God loves a cheerful giver,” and hopefully Zion will benefit 
from some who will cheerfully give online!  
 
 



We finished up our Operation Christmas Child project by 
blessing and sending off our boxes on 11/13. On Sun., 11/27, 
we commissioned Denise as she prepared to go to the sorting 
center in North Carolina. 
 
Christmas Assistance Program Is Underway 
The Christmas Assistance program is once again under way. 
So far, 25 families have been matched with sponsors. Laurie 
anticipates that some more requests may come in, so if you 
would like to participate (or know someone who would) 
email zionumcadopts@gmail.com and you’ll be put on the 
list. Sponsor’s gift drop-off will be 12/11 and 12/12. Gift pick-
up for the families will be 12/15.  
 
A Busy Autumn 
The annual Fall Ham/Turkey Dinner went well, with about 
the same number of dinners sold as last year. Stay tuned for 
reports on how much we earned. We had some great help 
from Caleb Dotson and his friends. 
 

The Community Thanksgiving Eve Service on 11/23 was 
well-attended. Pastors and members of Community of 
Christ Lutheran Church, Hope UMC, and Zion gathered for 
worship, Communion, and refreshments, with Pastor Carol 
preaching.  
 

Save the Date: Ham Loaf Dinner 
Put the ham loaf dinner on your calendar now: Thurs., 2/16. 
Watch for more details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Tues., 12/6, 2:30-3:30, Bible Study 
                   4-6 p.m., Food Pantry 
                   6:30 p.m. Girl Scout Troop #10143 
 
Tues., 12/13, 2:30-3:30, Bible Study 
                     6-7 p.m., Girl Scout Troop #16232 
 
Tues., 12/20, 2:30-3:30, Bible Study 
                     4-6 p.m., Food Pantry 
                     6:30 p.m. Girl Scout Troop #10143 
 
Sat., 12/24, 7:00 p.m., Christmas Eve Service 
                    of Candlelight and Carols 
                     
Sun., 12/25, 10:25 a.m., Christmas Day worship 
 
Tues., 12/27, 6-7 p.m., Girl Scout Troop #16232 
 
Sun., 1/1, 10:25 a.m., New Year’s Day worship 
 
Sat., 1/21, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Electronics Recycling Day 
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Church Information 
 

Pastor Carol Williams-Young 

10926 Maumee St.   P.O. Box 2457 

Whitehouse OH 43571 

(419) 877-5820 
 

Worship at 10:25 a.m. 
 

Zionwhitehouseumc@gmail.com 

pastorcarol@bex.net 

http://www.zionumcwhitehouse.org 

Find us on Facebook: whitehousezionumc 

 

 

Special Session of the West Ohio Conference 
The West Ohio Conference held a virtual Special Session 
on Sat., 11/19, from 10:30-11:30 a.m. to vote on requests 
by churches to leave the UMC. This is the standard 
procedure when churches elect to “disaffiliate” from the 
UMC. 80 churches (out of about 1000), representing 
about 8% of our West Ohio churches, will leave on 12/31. 
Some of these are uniting with other denominations; 
many are choosing to join looser associations of various 
kinds.  
 

During the conference, Bishop Gregory Palmer urged 
everyone to take care regarding what they say and listen 
to as this process continues. A lot of disinformation has 
been circulated. Be assured that: 
 

• Churches are not required to take any action or 
vote on whether to stay in or leave the UMC. 

• No changes have occurred regarding our 
denominational social principles since 2016, 
including our stance against marrying and ordaining 
gay and lesbian people.   

• We will continue to preach and teach Jesus Christ, 
One with the Father and the Spirit, crucified and 
resurrected, and offering eternal life by grace 
through faith for all who believe in him. 
 

As always, Pastor Carol is happy to answer any questions 
you have. You can watch the Bishop’s message at 
https://www.westohioumc.org/disaffiliation/special-
session-2022. 
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